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REPORT. 


State Tax. 
Paid State Tax, $1,101 00 


County Tax. 
Paid Joseph W. Goodwin, County Treasurer, 1,903 53 


Amount paid State and County, $3,004 53 


Schools. 
School District No. 1, $208 00 
; 294 65 
: 112 00 
‘ 162 00 
‘ 85 00 
‘ 135 00 
112 93 
’ 155 35 
‘ 175 00 
F 100 00 
: 82 45 


2 

3 

4 

5 

“ce “ec it 6 
7 

8 

9 

10 


“ ‘“ “ 11 


Amount paid the several School Districts, $1,622 38 


4 
Paid for Support of Paupers. 


Paid County of Carroll for board of Harriet 8. Cook, l year, $150 00 
Hiram R. Waldron for support Daniel Quimby and Lou- 


isa Nutter, 208 00 
Asa Brown for pair shoes for Mrs. Campernell, 1 20 
A. J. Milliken, for support of pink Philbrick, 50 10 
S. R. D. Philbrick, “ 14 00 
John 8. Philbrick, ae 4 12 00 
Jemima Eldridge, rs ss 2 00 
Hiram R. Waldron, for supplies furnished Mrs. Campernel, 30 01 
Joseph M. Woodman, a ee . 4 25 
Samuel W. Roberts, for medical services rendered Mrs. 

Bickford, small-pox, 12 72 
J. E.. Scruton, for do. 96 30 
Thomas S. Bickford, for feather bed and pillows, 9 00 
James W. Garvin & Co. 7 86 
Dr. D. T. Parker, for visit Mrs. Bickford, 15 00 
Ebenezer Garvin, for transient pauper, . 15 50 
J. P. Bancroft, for board and other expenses of Roxanna 

Jackson, 76 40 
George F. McIntire, transient pauper, 5 00 

Amount paid for paupers, $709 34 


Highways and Bridges. 


John W. Sanborn, $70 72 Frederick A. Copp, 5 40 
Isaac D. Watson, 7 76 George W. Seward, 1 50 
Turner N. Seward, 4 50 James Mc N. Cook, 1 20 
John J. Horne, 1 00 Charles F. Rines, 1 00 
Asa W. Hill, 1 70 William S. Butler, 7 57 
Samuel B. Ames, 4 50 John J. Horne, 820 00 
Weeks & Libbey, 85 00 Moses Perkins, S8E400 
James Hill, 330 00 Washington Libbey, 3 00 
Samuel G. Wentworth, 1 50 James D. Hutchins, 3 60 
John C, Philbrick, 20 18 James W Hill, 2 50 
John W. Mathews, 8 63 G. F. & C. Railroad, 3 00 
William B. Wentworth, 3 00 James Young, 212 
Hiram R. Waldron, 1 50 —— 


Amount paid on Roads and Bridges, $1,228 78 


5 
Breaking Roads, 
DISTRICT NO. 1. 


John W. Evans, $5 85 George C, Pike, 
Joseph G. Evans, 9 45 John W. Kimball, 
Nathaniel Garland, 7 16 


DISTRICT NO. 2. 


William A. Maleham, $12 80 Algernon S. Weeks, 
Geo. Gage for estate of C. Edwin P. Farnham, 
Wiswall, ’ 2 04 


DISTRICT NO. 3. 


Harriet N. Cook, $2 00 James Mc N. Cook, 
Joseph H. Allen, 3 40 James Tuttle, 

Paul Howard, 3 50 George F. Sceggell, 
Robert A. Cook, 6 36 


a 


DISTRICT NO. 4. 


Peter Cook, $18 00 John W, Mathews, 
Isaac ID. Watson, 12 40 George L. Wentworth, 
Joseph B. Wiggin, 9 70 Daniel W. Emerson, 


DISTRICT NO. 5. 


John W. Sanborn, $16 60 Henry D. Lane, 
Daniel Brackett, 3 20 John Gilman, 
Mark Allen, 2 50 


DISTRICT NO. 6. 


Jonathan M. Burley, $7 86 James W. Hill, © 
Asa W. Hill, 8 06 Henry Chase, 
William H. Perkins, 6 58 Frederick Waldron, 


DISTRICT NO. 7. 


George W. Wyman, $3 78 John Mee, 
Samuel C. Horne, 2 30 John J. Horne, 
Joshua Wyman, 5 72 Eben J. Hersom, 


Charles E. Brackett, 
Charles Chapman, 
Robert Moulton, 
Thomas S. Bickford, 


Andrew J. Robinson, 
Nathaniel Paul, 


William G. Allen, 
Jacob Locke, 

‘Isaac T. Clark, 

Heirs of N. J. Weeks, 


John C, Philbrick, 
Nathaniel Meserve, 
George W. Seward, 
Peter H. Campernell, 


John Kimball, 


Timothy Davis, 
Alfred Youngs, 


John F. Garland, 
Hiram W. Hutchins, 
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DISTRICT 


$3 24 
1 75 
5 96 

90 


DISTRICT 


$6 64 
5 28 


DISTRICT 


$3 50 
4 91 
8 92 

90 


DISTRICT 


$13 68 
7 76 
3 20 
1 98 


DISTRICT 


DISTRICT 


$7 47 
4 86 


DISTRICT 


$4 47 
5 23 


NO. 8. 


Mark A. L. Colbath, 
Eben Chapman, 
Jeremiah Ricker, 
Charles N. Hutchins, 


NO. 9. 
Nahum Nason, 


NO. 10. 


Brackett M. Weeks, 
John F. Weeks, 
Phineas J. Weeks, 
Charles J. Cottle, 


NO. 11. 


Turner N. Seward, 
Jacob Ballard, 

Stephen A. Wentworth, 
Hiram R. Waldron, 


NO. 12. 


NO. 13. 


James Young, © 
Rufus Hanson, 


NO. 14. 


James T. Spinney, 
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DISTRICT NO. 15. 


Ira Hanson, $12 20 Samuel B. Ames, 
James Tucker, 5 60 


DISTRICT NO. 16. 
William S. Butler, $5 00 Joseph Bradley, 


Chas. W. Dore, 59 Frank A. Dore, 
John Howell, 5 38 


DISTRICT NO. 17. 


Alpheus Nutter, $14 53 Ephraim G. Smith, 
Joshua Brooks, 8 66 


DISTRICT NO. 18. 


John F. Farnham, $2 48 George H. Gage, 
Thomas H. Johnson, 1 10 Richman Richards, 
Charles C. Richards, 80 


DISTRICT NO. 19. 


William B. Wentworth, $9 72 Peter C. Young, 
Daniel Campernell, 7 62 


DISTRICT NO. 20. 


Ebenezer Garvin, $12 52 Washington Libbey, 


DISTRICT NO. 21. 
Josiah Wiggin, $4 71 Edward B. Farnham, 


DISTRICT NO. 22. 


Alpheus Wiggin, $2.00 William W. Berry, 
George Horn, 1 32 John G. Sanborn, — 
Thomas Cloutman, 50 


Isaac N. Fellows, 
James P. Fellows, 
John K. Fellows, 
Oliver Seavey, 
George F. Piper, 
John Storer, 
Charles A. Nutter, 
John R. Downs, 


Aziah C. Willey, 


John Gilman, 


Samuel G. Wentworth, 


John C. Waldron, 


Stephen M. Willey, 
Stephen D. Hutchins, 


Hubartes Neal, 
James W. Shorey, 
Joseph Libbey, 


Hiram Jones, 
Josiah EK. Archibald, 
Josiah W. Wiggin, 
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DISTRICT NO. 23. 


$1 28 
1 74 
25 

30 

3 14 
10 

90 

30 


DISTRICT 


$25 39 


DISTRICT 


DISTRICT 


$10 64 
6 08 


DISTRICT 


5 40 
1 60 


DISTRICT 


76 
5 24 
1 02 


DISTRICT 


2 70 
1 80 
4 62 


John F. Fellows, 
Daniel M. Fellows, 
Benjamin C. Fellows, 
Nancy B. Cummings, 
Charles W. Page, 
Noah K. Nutter, 
Mark F. Piper, 


NO. 25. 


Calvin Farnham, 


NO. 27 


NO. 28. 


Phineas Wentworth, 
Joseph Hanson, 


NO. 29, 


James D. Hutchins, 
Charles Moulton, 


NO. 31. 


Heirs of Josiah Dow, 
Leander W. Lary, 
Satchel Weeks, 


NO. 32. 


John Farnham, 
Mark N. Sibley, 


Amount paid for breaking roads, 


74 
20 - 
95 
75 
3 14 
2 48 
80 


$17 07 


10 26 


$35 65 
$3 42 


7 60 
5 33 


$29 65 


4 76 
4 53 


$16 29 


4 74 
4 44 
1 00 


$17 20 


4 78 
«5 64 


$19 44 


$745 12 


TOWN DEBT. 


9 
Notes and Interest Paid. 


John G. Sanborn, on town note, 


Paid Susan A. Nason, note and interest, $103 57 
Algernon 8. Weeks, notes + 396 21 
Theophilus W. Lyford, note 4g 848 26 
Betsey Hutchins, P m 269 68 
Emily A. Cook, ¥ “ 329 97 
Eliza A. Lane, ‘s 6 559 29 
Eliza Furber, se “ 415 47 
Sarah Y. Cook, “s 6“ 199 50 
Harriet A. Maleham, 4s 4“ 1,363 00 
Mabala Durrell, as as 419 93 
Sallie C. Weeks, notes ss 346 00 
Oliver L. Allen, se as 804 65 
Lydia Burley, note n 1,039 01 
Martha J. Webster, “3 * 151 85 
Joseph B. Wiggin, on town note, 100 00 
Joseph Maleham, note and interest, 1,307 15 
Samuel Yeaton, 66 54 66 
Abbie G. Hutchins, on town note, 80 00 
Susan A. Hutchins, Nancy P. Hutchins’ note, 85 50 
Jonas Moulton, interest, 45 34 
Joshua Cottle, notes and interest, 312 24 
The Heirs of Jonas Moulton, note and interest, 422 56 
John J. Horne, “ 6 100 30 
John C. Penney, . sy 437 32 
Geo. Gage, the Otis Wiswall “ s 476 90 
Armine D. Paul, st ig 818 81 
John Paul, és 24 00 
Mrs. Sallie M. Wiggin, , 80 00 

_ & EK, L. Copp, a 160 00 
William K. A. Copp, 16 00 
John G. Sanborn, on town note, 145 05 
John Clark, note and interest, 1,388 05 
Lyman Buzzell, 557 54 
Burrows Drew, a 13 54 
John G. Sanborn, on town note, 350 00 
Joseph B. Wiggin, interest, 64 00 
Mary L. Perkins, on town note, 19 80 
Josiah Hobbs, interest, 45 24 


10 
Paid Almira Pike, interest, 8 79 


James O. Applebee, note and interest, 188 41 
Harrison Libbey, sf as 1,530 00 
John T. Parsons, “4 iy | 562 50 
Josiah H. Hobbs, a - 795 69 
Martha J. Webster, ¢ 16 77 
William Sawyer, if 6 00 

$19,458 55 


Religious Societies. 


Paid Ebenezer Garvin, amount of ministerial fund over due 
the F. W Baptist Society, prior to the year 1871, $17 91 
Samuel H. Smith, 17 91 


os 


$35 82 


Watering Troughs. 


Paid Turner N. Seward, John W. Mathews, and Leander W. 
Lary, three dollars each, | $9 00 


Abatements for the year 1868. 
Paid Isaac T. Clark, for 


Geo. W. Came, 56 Andrew J. Wentworth, 1 65 
Charles W. Sibley, 3 00 John L. Perkins, 3 74 
$8 95 
For the year 1869. 
- Paid George H. Gage, for 
John S. Philbrick, 3 40 Benjamin M. Randall, 3 40 
Andrew J. Wentworth, 3 40 . 


$10 20 
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For the year 1870. 
Paid George H. Gage, for 


Benjamin M Randall, 3 63 Nath’] Paul, over assessed 10 56 
Amon 8. Reed, 6 40 Franklin S. Weeks, 3 63 
Isaac H. Howard, 3 63 Charles W. Nute, 6 08 
Nute & Mills, 14 16 Sylvester L. Brown, 4 56 

$52 64 


For the year 1871. 
Paid James Mc N. Cook, for 


Lorenzo T. Brown, 3 63 Charles Bates, 3 94 
Asenath Howe, 3 94 Mellen O Cooper, 3 94 
George W. Came, 4 07 George Cuts, 3 94 
Melvin D. Folsom, 3 94 Adam Goodwin, 3 94 
Josiah J. Hill, 4 63 Stephen Horne, 1 84 
George Hanaford, 3 94 Chesley Jenness, 4 79 
George Libbey, 3 94 Daniel Owen, 3 94 
Patrick Murphy, 3 94 John W. Sanborn, exec’r of 
George F. Sceggel, 5 73 will of J. R. Brown, 1 31 
James T. Spinney, 1 00 Timothy Wentworth, 3 94 
J. Frank Hanson, 3 94 Josiah E. Archibald, 1 00 
Phineas Wentworth, 3 94 

, $79 22 


For the year 1872. 


Paid Hiram R. Waldron, for 
Albert W. Burley, 209 William H. Drew, 2 09 


Edwin A. Copp, 209 Amos G, Duntley, 2 09 
Daniel Corkery, 209 Thomas Epps, 2 09 
George Libbey, 2 09 Patrick Foley, 2 09 
Daniel Lucas, 2 09 Henry Norman, 2 09 
Joseph B. ‘Nichols, 79 John L. Perkins, dog, 1 00 
Benjamin M. Randall, 2 09 John Shay, 2 09 
Asa Whitehouse, 2 09 Edward B. Winchester, 09, 


Heirs of Chesley Jenness, 3 67 
$34 72 


12 
Outstanding Bills. 


Paid Job Ricker for damage caused by running off bridge, 
Isaac D. Watson for plank for bridge, 
James Libbey for labor on Libbey bridge in 1867, 
Peter Cook, 
Samuel J. Cook, 
Isaac N. Fellows, 
Mrs Charlotte Wiggin, 


Repairs on Town House. 


Paid Enoch D. Yeaton for painting, &c., 
James W. Hill, for labor repairing, &c., 
John Mee for painting, | 
A.J. Milliken, for lead and oil, 

Asa Brown, as e 
F. A. Copp, for lumber, 
John T. Varney, 


Printing, Stationery, &c. 


Paid H. H. Goodwin & Co., 
H. H. Goodwin, 
John W. Sanborn, for revenue stamps, 
L. A. Goodwin & Co., 
Geo. H. Gage, 


Paid Hiram R. Waldron, non-resident highway tax paid in 


labor, 


$25 13 
12 50 
20 75 
43 62 

6 23 
3 00 
35 


$111 58 


$35 35 
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Sundries. 
Paid Jacob Locke, 
Stephen D. Hutchins, for loss of dog, 
Isaac N. Fellows, s cow, 
Alpheus Nutter, oy « 
Eben C. Robinson, 6 “ 


Ebenezer Garvin, for services as agent to receive reimburse- 


ment money from the State, 
Ebenezer Garvin, 
Luther D. Sawyer, 
National Banks, Cocheco, Dover, &c., 
Morrill B. Smith, 
Alvah H. Sawyer, 
John W. Sanborn, 


Town Officers. 
Paid Nathaniel Barker, 8. S. Committee, 


George H. Gage, Treasurer, 
Charles H. Smith, Town Clerk, 


George H. Gage, Selectman, 


1872. : 
March 1, 4, and 7, Three days at office on town accounts, 


16, 1-2 day at office, 
30, 1-2 day at office, 
April 9 days taking inventory and making taxes, 
17, trip to Garvins and Brookfield, 
18, trip to Middleton to pay town notes, 
Car fare to Union, 
23, 1 day making out surveyor’s lists, 
24, 1 day at office, 
returning inventory to Secretary of State, 
May 2,1 day copying highway taxes, 
15, trip to Hiram Waldron’s, 
1 1-2 days distributing surveyor’s list, 
18, 1 day north part of town, 
copying inventory, 
dividing school money, 


preparing inventory and making school house 
istrict No. 5, 


tax in 


$2 00 
1 00 


=" 
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June 22, 1-2 day on road at East Wakefield, 
July 20, 1-2 day sh er 
27, trip to Union, 
car fare, 
Sept. 14, 1-2 day on road at East Wakefield, 
26, trip to Dover to get check lists printed, 
car fare, 
Oct. 5, attending jury meeting, 


12, fixing check lists and posting warrant for town meeting, 


16, 1 day at Ossipee, 
car fare, 
Nov. 2, 1-2 day at office to correct check list, 
3 days laying out a road at East Wakefield, 
22, 1 day at north part of town on road, 
23, 1-2 day letting road to build, 
Dec. 21, 1-2 day revising jury box, 
25, trip to Union in regard to small pox, 
1873. 
Jan. 8, trip to north part of town to collect bills, 
9, trip to Union, _ 
Feb. 21, 1-2 day fixing check lists and posting warrant, 
25, trip to John G. Sanborn’s and collecting bills, 
27 and 28, 2 days settling town accounts, 


John C. Philbrick, Selectman, 


1872. 
March 1 and 2, 2 days at office on town accounts, 


16, 1-2 day at office, 

23, 1-2 day to John Howells, 

25, 1-2 day to Widow Philbrick’s, 
30, 1-2 day at office, 


April 10 1-2 days taking inventory and making taxes, 


11, 1-2 day at Widow Philbrick’s, 


15, « office, 
Zi 66 66 
May 4, 1 66 66 


10, distributing surveyor’s lists, 
11, 1-2 day at office, 


June 13, 1-2 day at Geo. H. Gage’s, 
22, 1-2 day on road at East Wakefield, 


me DS ot ee OO 


$88 


et ee 
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00 
00 
00 
50 
00 
00 
40 
00 


00 


00 
80 
00 
00 
00 
00 
00 
00 


00 
00 
00 
00 
00. 


70 


SSSESSESSSSSESSES 


15 


July 20, 1-2 day on road at East Wakefield, 
Sept. 7, 1-2 day at office, 
14, 1-2 day on read, 
_Oct. 5, 1-2 day attending jury meeting, 
12, trip to the corner, 
Nov. 2, es “~ 
5, 1 day at the corner, 
3 days work laying out road at East Wakefield, 
23, 1 day at north part of town on road, 
23, 1 day at East Wakefield letting road to build, 
1873. 
Feb. 28, collecting bills, 


James W. Hill, Selectman, 
1872. 
March 16, 1-2 day at office, 


Dopo On KF RF KER 
—) 
—) 


1 00 


April 12 days taking inventory, making taxes, copying, &c., 24 00 


returning inventory to Secretary of State, 
May 2, 1 day copying highway taxes, 
6, 1-2 day distributing surveyor’s lists, 
11, 1-2 day at office appointing collector, 
29, 1-2 day copying petition of I. 8. Loud, 
June posting notice relative to I. 8, Loud’s petition, 
July 20, 1-2 day on road at East Wakefield, 
Aug. 5, 1-2 day to East Wakefield or Dore District, 
Sept. 3, 1 day at Pine River bridge, 
Oct. 5, 1-2 day at office attending jury meeting, 
12, 1-2 day fixing check lists, &c., 
‘Noy. 16, 3 days laying out road at Kast Wakefield, 
18, posting notice to let a road to build, 
22, 1 day on petition of T. Wentworth and others, 
23, 1-2 day letting road to build, 


27, 1-2 day making return of road, 
Dec. 21, 1-2 day revising jury box, 


Jan. 1, 1-2 day relative to breaking road in Dore District, 


8, trip to Ames’ District, &c., 
Feb. 21, 1-2 day fixing check lists, &c., 
28, 1 day settling town accounts, 


tet rt bet HD DD CD me me BD et DD Oe ee OR 
—) 
So 


bore htore 
S 


$61 00 


1872. 
March 7, 
April 9, 

‘6 24, 

66 24, 
July 24, 
Sept. 24, 
Nov. 20, 

7 23, 

6 23, 

66 23, 

66 27. 

‘6 29, 

rT; 29, 
Dec. 5, 

66 

«95, 

1873. 
Jan. 4, 

‘6 9, 
Feb. 27, 

6 217, 
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Cr. 

Received of the Treasurer for 1871, $804 40 
re Elijah Horne, on town note, 800 00 
mh Algernon 8. Weeks,* =“ 396 20 
ds Sallie C. Weeks, $6 346 00 
, Sarah Y. Cook, 66 199 50 
es Charles C. Richards, + 600 00 
6 Burrows Drew, 6 100 00 
“ Mrs. Elizabeth Moulton, ‘“ 450 00 
" John J. Horne, - 100 00 
is James Hill, 6s 330 00 
a Moses Perkins, ve 300 00 
$6 Harriet A. Stevens, ee 140 85 
5% James O. Applebee, ss 200 00 
re Lucy A. Hill, " 50 00 
as Mrs. Elizabeth Roberts, ‘“ - 100 00 
A Nathan O. Weeks, be 125 00 
“ John C, Penney, 4 500 00 
ss Mary E. Wentworth, 6s 160 00 
Hanson P. Gilman, “F 500 00 
Armine D. Paul, oh 800 00 
o John Clark, 4 1,388 05 
4 State Treasurer, Savings Bank Tax, 497 01 
$6 s Literary Fund, 103 60 
i County of Carroll for support of Mrs. 

Campernell, 17 11 
as Isaac T. Clark, on tax list for 1868, 40 00 
. George H. Gage, sé 1869, 266 00 
‘ * As 1870, 500 00 
dy James Mc N. Cook, ‘ 1871, 2,115 00 
nf Hiram R. Waldron, “ 1872, ex-_ 
clusive of school house tax in Dist. 
No. 5, 6,440 57 
ss Ebenezer Garvin, agent to receive reim- 
bursement from State, 11,091 67 


Wm. Sawyer interest on surplus rev. in part, 6 00 
Highway taxes, 5 93 


$29,412 89 


17 


Amount received on Town Notes from March 1, 1872, to March 


1, 1873, $7,525 60 
“ from Treasurer for 1871, 804 40 
" from Collectors of Taxes, 9,361 57 
“ of reimbursement money from State, 11,091 67 
ee other resources, - 629 65 


Amount received by the Treasurer from March 1, 1872, to 
March 1, 1873, $29,412 89 


Town of Wakefield for Liabilities. 


Due the several School Districts, money unexpended for the 


year 1872, $712 66 
the several School Districts, interest on school fund for the 

year 1873, 44 75 
the Freewill Baptist Society, interest on ministerial fund 

for the year 1872, 17 91 
the Methodist Society, do. 17 91 
religious societies, interest on ministerial fund for the year 

1873 53 73 
James O. Applebee, _ note and interest, 200 00 
Mrs. Mary Garland, 5 pe 84 00 
Jonathan Gage . 3 306 00 
Mrs. Sarah Y. Cook, x és 214 00 
Algernon S. Weeks, ‘ " 427 00 
Sallie C. Weeks, is ie 372 00 
Lizzie Pike, * s 185 76 
Susan A. Pike, . " . 185 76 
Betsey G. Young, “ es ; 58 93 
Mrs. Mary L. Perkins, 165 00 
Almira Pike, 117 45 
Armine D. Paul, me 800 00 
John Paul, = 300 00 
Oliver Seavey, ‘a " 235 44 
Samuel Yeaton, © a nhs 216 00 
Mrs. E. L. Copp, $s 2,000 00 
Jacob Locke, a“ $s 55 00 
the Heirs of A. L. Dow, “ ‘ 121 34 


Laura A. Weeks, 4 6 119 36 


Due Sallie M. Wiggin, 


John F. Weeks, ss 
Mrs. Mary Mills, % 
Joseph B. Wiggin, re 
Daniel Tuttle, “ 
Mrs. Martha Cottle, he 
Josiah W. Wiggin, sé 


Mrs. Lizzie M. Jenness, | “ 
Mrs. Mary A. Yeaton, “ 


John C. Penney, 4 
Susan A. Hutchins, ss 
Abbie G. Hutchins, ss 
Oscar Weeks, a 
William K. A. Copp, $ 
John Clark, 6 
John G. Sanborn, sé 
Elijah Horne, se 
Charles C. Richards, cs 
Burrows Drew, a 
Mrs. Elizabeth Moulton, ‘“ 
James Hill, “ 
Moses Perkins, 6 
Mrs. Harriet A. Stevens, “ 
Lucy A. Hill, + 
Mrs. Elizabeth Roberts, “ 
Nathan O. Weeks, es 
Mary E. Wentworth, x 
Hanson P. Gilman, “6 
Josiah H. Hobbs, Hs 


the County of Carroll, for the support of Harriet S. Cook, 


Will be due he 


66 


April 13, 1873, 


Geo. H. Gage, when he settles tax list for 1869, 


6é 6é 


James Mc N. Cook, * 
Hiram R. Waldron, “ 
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be 


Due for support of Sallie Philbrick, 
Ksther McCutcheon, land damage for highway, 


note and interest, 


of Roxanna Jackson, 


66 


&<“ 


“6 


about 


1870, 
1871, 
1872, 


1,000 00 
57 24 
81 64 


822 80 


56 70 
65 12 
338 14 
110 70 
385 18 
506 00 

1,221 71 
475 55 

53 65 

200 00 
1,388 00 
2,200 00 

862 66 

621 70 

318 45 

457 365 

335 50 

305 00 

143 66 

51 54 
101 46 
126 75 
100 92 
504 24 
567 00 

75 00 


150 00 
30 00 


45 00 ° 


55 00 
50 00 
31 90 
45 00 


$20,940 66 


19 
Town of Wakefield by Moneys Due. 


Due from George H. Gage, on tax list for 1869, $97 00 
i : 1870, 356 00 

James Mc N. Cook, a 1871, exclusive of 
school house tax in District No. 2, 435 72 

Hiram R. Waldron, on tax list for 1872, exclusive 
of school house tax in District No. 5, 2,349 39 

County of Carroll, for aid rendered Mrs. Bickford 
during sickness with small pox, 140 88 
United States Government for bounties, 2,938 00 
William Sawyer, balance of interest on surplus rev., 22 74 
George H. Gage, Treasurer, 1,755 23 
$8,094 96 
Amount of Liabilities, 20,940 66 
By moneys due the town, 8,094 96 
Leaving balance against the Town of $12,845 60 
Amount received, 29,412 89 
Amount paid out, 27,657 66 
Cash in the hands of Treasurer, $1,755 23 


JOHN C. PHILBRICK, of 


GEORGE H. GAGE, Selectmen 
JAMES W. HILL.: Wakefield 


Marcu 7, 1873. 

We, the subscribers, two of the Auditors for the town of Wakefield, 
having this day carefully examined the foregoing accounts of the Se- 
lectmen of Wakefield, hereby report that we find them correctly cast 
and fully supported by proper vouchers. 


ALVAH H. SAWYER, 2 4, 3: 
EBENEZER GARVIN, ¢ 4”407% 
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Names of Paupers. 
Sallie Philbrick, 
Daniel Quimby, Roxanna Jackson, 
Harriet S. Cook, Louisa Nutter. 


Since settlement, Paid Josiah H. Hobbs, note and interest, seven 
hundred and ninety-nine dollars and twenty-four cents, said note re- 
ported in the foregoing accounts to be $567, by mistake. 

Paid Joseph B. Wiggin, interest on town note, fifty-nine dollars and 
fifty cents. 

Paid Burrows Drew, interest on town notes, eighteen dollars and sev- 
enty-five cents. 


REPORT 


OF THE 


Superintentling School df ommittee. 


| ~~ @ 
{1 ? p 8} 
" \ ETT AE r i i ¥ 
’ ¥ a j 
Ak 
4 
ity ‘) “J : 
ae & it adh | ..5 , ; . : 
? 3 
Chk 4 
‘ 
ras 
‘ 7 
= vd 
‘ ‘ : 
i . ¥ 
~ , 3 f 
wy 
} 
‘ 
j 2 
; 
a ' “ ql 
5, 
+. ; 
i 
4 
; Y f F 
mh J ' 
} ; } 
; + 
’ 
‘ : t 4 
mt 
’ 
dig 
aor © 
in 
q ; 
Wal hrs ' 
: \ 
oud “ : ‘ 
; ; 
; q 
Fi 
( 
‘ v 7 ‘ 
; \ 
p ; 
m 
é x ) . , bod 
; ; ’ 
A Z 
~ «4 } 
4; " p ‘ : 
aa) 
i y' { 
ve fi \ 
q ’ 
‘ 
; 
" 4 ~ y i 
. } 
; ; 
~ tf 7 ; 
‘ f | ; 
yey ' P 
‘ ad ’ 
f 
: ‘ 
; = 7 
j 
‘ 
‘ i f 
} ; i 
{ ‘ 
2 a . ; ni 
, ard nw 4 
wes o% , ay / 
Pe tans eae. 


yo Fg 
be ce ¥ oe 
\ 
is « é 
¥ ’ 
t 
K 7 
ip . 
' 


bow 


Aevipe LN We evi tes 


» Fe he 
Aye 
i? ‘ 9 
Pv ‘ 
4 
f 
ee q 
4 
t ’ 


i ee 


ny 8 ick 
i Wiis 


\e 
t i 


Sie et | J 
fae behet Oda ahi ys 
i ee 


f Ralksipete * 
be Gb eds one > erties 


pr mays lity 


(Ore SRA 
Riche tae ae es 2 


i 


Pe 5 


REPORT. 


To THE CITIZENS OF THE TOWN OF WAKEFIELD: 


The record of the progress of education in general, during 
the past year, is of surpassing interest. It affords evidence that the 
great enterprise, which involves the highest welfare of the race, has been 
well sustained. Never before was it regarded with so much favor by so 
many different tations. The widely extended interest that had been 
awakened in establishing free schools for all the destitute in different 
parts of our own nation has been maintained by self-denying and suc- 
cessful efforts. This is a work that requires patience and toil, and _sac- 
rifice, but it will not be relinquished. In no other year in the history 
of the nation have the interests of education been promoted by so many 
active and efficient agencies. The colleges, the seminaries of different 
grades, the benevolent institutions and the public schools, have received 
within their inclosures, and subjected to a course of training, a larger 
number of pupils than ever before in one year. Who can make a right 
estimate of the work they have accomplished ? What other interest of 
the nation is of paramount importance ? 

A very partial review of the record of other nations cannot fail to be 
regarded with admiration. Kings and princes, some of whom were 
_among the most despotic in their rule, are becoming the liberal patrons 
of education. Is it by an invisible power that they have been moved to 
regard the welfare of their subjects? Or is it by the promptings of their 
own wisdom, in view of an inevitable crisis, that they have met the de- 
mands of a progressive age? However this may be, the christian phi- 
lanthropist will not fail to recognize the agency of an _all-controlling 
providence in such events, and to detect in them a prophetic significance. 
They have made essential improvements in their systems of education. 
Several powers have enacted a law similar to our ‘‘compulsory law,” in- 
dicating their purpose to have all the children and youth of the right 
age brought into the schools. In Japan the progress has been wonder- 
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ful. An interested observer of what that nation have accomplished, says, 
“They have passed from the fifteenth to the nineteenth century at one 
leap.” Certainly they have adopted modern inventions and made inter- 
nal improvements with astonishing rapidity. They have advanced in 
moral and intellectual improvement, and practically adopted religious 
liberty. They have too, planned a system of education, it is thought, 
with remarkable skill and wisdom, which, if carried out in a practical ap- 
plication, will be like the rising of the day-star ushering in a brighter 
era in the history of that nation. Wherever we look there are some 
signs of promise which inspires hope for the millions of benighted wan- 
derers scattered among the nations. The year of their redemption shall 
at length come. The primary schools to which my review must be prin- 
cipally limited, are at the foundation of all the educational institutions 
comprised in the whole system; and, sustaining that relation, the work 
with which they are entrusted is a work of great responsibility. They 
have an elevating influence on every town and community where they 
are established and sustained under good instruction. The schools of 
Wakefield have had such an influence and have repaid to the town their 
cost with interest many times compounded. They will be accredited 
with successful operations during another year. 


; DISTRICT NO. 1. 


Summer Term.—Length, 6 weeks ; whole number of scholars, 14; av- 
erage attendance, 10; instances of tardiness, 39; of dismissal, 14; not 
absent one-half day, 2. Teacher, Miss Mary E. GARVIN. Miss Garvin 
kept a guod school. Her discipline was well sustained, and the im- 
provement of her pupils was creditable. 

Fall Term.—Length, 7 weeks; whole number of scholévie 17; aver- . 
age attendance, 14; instances of tardiness, 8; of dismissal, 16; not ab- — 
sent one-half day, 2. Teacher, Miss Emma F. CHEsLEY. This was the 
first term of a new teacher. Miss Chesley possesses good qualifications, 
—has enjoyed the advantages of a regular course ina Normal school. 
Her method of teaching was thought to be very good,—accurate and 
thorough. The pupils who were constant made good improvement. 

Winter Term.—Length, 12 weeks; whole number of scholars, 25; 
average attendance, 16; instances of tardiness, 18; of dismissal, 31 ; 
not absent one-half day, 1. Teacher, Mr. FRANK WELLS. Mr. Wells 
assumed the responsibility of the teacher for the first time in this school. 
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The order and progress of this school, when visited by the committee, 
were regarded as good. It is still in successful operation. 

The proprietors of this school-house need to be reminded that it is in 
absolute need of some outside appendages. The wood that must sustain 
the fire during the excessive cold of winter had to be dug out of a snow- 
drift. There is not so much as a shade tree or any other defence around 
the house, 


DISTRICT NO. 2. 


Summer Term.—Length, 11 weeks; whole number of scholars, 30 ; 
average attendance, 22 1-2; instances of tardiness, 80; of dismissal, 37 ; 
not absent one-half day, 1. Teacher, Miss Susan A. Hopps. Miss 
Hobbs was competent to give instruction in all the branches required, 
and was diligent in her efforts to promote the best interests of her 
school. The average progress of the scholars was good. 


Second Term.—Length, 10 weeks; whole number of scholars, 35 ; 
average attendance, 30; instances of tardiness, 16; of dismissal, 0; not 
absent one-half day, 8. Teacher, Miss ANNA M. Taytor. ‘This school 
has a good record. Miss Taylor performed the operations of her school 
with active energy, and awakened a renewed interest in her pupils. Her 
discipline was well sustained and the advancement of the scholars was 
very good. 


Winter Term.—Length, 8 weeks; whole number of scholars, 28; av- 
erage attendance, 20; instances of tardiness, 59; of dismissal, 34. 
Teacher, Mr. GEORGE H. Gace. This school has been subjected to 
some interruption. In the early part of the term its operations were 
suspended more than a week, in consequence of a contagious disease in 
another part of the town which required the action of selectmen. The 
storms and excessive cold of winter have made it impossible for a part 
of the pupils to attend with much constancy. Mr. Gage is a well quali- 
fied teacher, who has performed a useful service in the schools for a 
course of about twenty years. At the last visit in this school, the evi- 
dence of progress on the part of those who had been most constant in 
their attendance, was very creditable. The operations of the school are 
again suspended to enable the teacher to perform duties for the town. 


26 
DISTRICT NO. 3. 


Summer Term.—Length, 8 weeks; whole number of scholars, 13 ; 
average attendance, 9; instances of tardiness, 38; of dismissal, 28 ; not 
absent one-half day, 1. 

Second Term.—Length, 12 weeks ; whole number of scholars, 14 ; 
average attendance, 9; instances of tardiness, 55; of dismissal» 26. 
Teacher of both terms, Miss Lucy A. Hitt. Miss Hill’s record as a 
teacher in other schools has been well accredited. Her constant efforts 
to awaken and sustain an interest in her pupils and to secure good dis- 
cipline were successful. There was a manifest increase of interest dur- 
ing the last term. The improvement of the school was very good. 


DISTRICT NO. 4. 


Summer Term.—Length, 10 weeks; whole number of scholars, 20 ; 
average attendance, 16; instances of tardiness, 6; not absent’ one-half 
day, 1. 

Winter Term.—Length, 11 weeks ; whole number of scholars, 18 ; av- 
erage attendance, 11; instances of tardiness, 35; of dismissal, 10. 
Teacher, Miss Lizziz C. Farnum. Miss Farnum conducted the opera- 
tions of this school with good success during both terms.. The last term 
was interrupted twice by a prevailing epidemic, and.for the same reason 
was brought to a close unexpectedly. The teacher’s work was faithfully 
performed with good results. 


DISTRICT NO. s. 


Winter Term.—Length, weeks; whole number of scholars, 21 ; av- 
erage attendance, 19; instances of tardiness, 66; of dismissal, 6; not 
absent one-half day, 6. Teacher, Mr.. THomas H. Roperts. This 
school had been in operation but a few weeks. It was found in a pros-, 
perous state at the time of our last visit. Mr. Roberts is an experienced 
teacher. In conducting the operations of the school room he is deliber- 
ate, but prompt and thorough in his teaching and discipline. We found 
evidence of unusually good progress. This school is to be continued for 
quite a number of weeks longer ; and will, we are assured, furnish evi- 
dence at its close, of very satisfactory results. The proprietors of. the 
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schoolhouse in this district commenced making repairs early in the sum- 
mer, but it was not in readiness for a school till late in the winter. They 
have expended $200 in the work already done. This has awakened a 
renewed interest in the school; and when the inside finish is completed, 
and the house is well painted internally and externally, they will, I 
think, receive the thanks of all the children and youth who attend 
school in it. 


DISTRICT NO. 6. 


Summer Term.—Length, 8 weeks ; whole number of scholars, 9; av- 
erage attendance, 7; instances of tardiness, 24; of dismissal, 8. Teach- 
er, Miss NETTIE BREWER. Miss Brewer kept her first school for this 
district, and with a good measure of success. Her scholars made com- 
mendable improvement. . 

‘Winter Term.—Length, 12 weeks; whole number of scholars, 13; 
average attendance, 9; instances of tardiness, ; of dismissal,  ; not 
absent one-half day, . Teacher, Mr. FRANK WEEKs. It is to the 
eredit of the small number of scholars in this district that they have 
been so constant in their attendance during so many excessive cold days 
of winter. It indicates an interest in their school and in the instruction | 
they have received. Mr. Weeks has sustained this interest by earnest 
endeavors to promote their welfare and by his promptness in communi- 
- cating instruction. The district has had a profitable term. 


DISTRICT NO. 7. 


Summer Term.—Length 9 weeks ; whole number of scholars, 16; av- 
erage attendance, 12; instances of tardiness, 13; of dismissal, 5. 

Winter Term.—Length, 11 weeks ; whole number of scholars, 16; ay- 
erage attendance, 10; instances of tardiness, 22; of dismissal, 5. 
Teacher for both terms, Miss Lizzie F. WrErEks. During the winter 
term, the scholars living at a distance could not safely attend school 
constantly during the very cold weather. In a few instances they were 
prevented by sickness. In other respects the school has a good record 
for both terms. On account of the impassable state of the roads the 
committee was not able to be present at the closing examination of the 
winter term, but he has been assured of commendable results, Miss 
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Weeks had taught in this district before, and has again maintained the 
reputation of a successful teacher. She secured the attention and re- 
spect of her pupils, maintained good order, and sought their best inter- 
ests in the active discharge of duty. 


- 


DISTRICT NO. 8. 


Summer Term.—Length, 8 weeks; whole number of scholars, 15 ; 
average attendance, 11; instances of tardiness, 11; of dismissal, 4; not 
absent one-half day, 1. 

Winter Term.—Length, 12 1-2 weeks; whole number of scholars, 19 ; 
average attendance, 14; instances of tardiness, 18; of dismissal, 19. 
Teacher for both terms, Miss ANNA R. Estes. ‘This school still con- 
tains a number of scholars that are well advanced. Miss Estes was 
found competent to teach in all the different branches. The average ~ 
progress of improvement during both terms, it is thought, was very 
creditable. Her discipline was maintained, in a few instances of insu- 
bordination, with patience, but with firmness, and in the result with 
good success. The school was brought to a close suddenly, without no- 
tice, in consequence of a little panic occasioned by a rumor of a conta- 
gious disease. The interests of the school, under her instruction, were 
sustained to the general satisfaction of the district. 


DISTRICT NO. 9. 


Summer Term.—Length, 10 weeks; whole number of scholars, 43 ; 
average attendance, 33; instances of tardiness, 145. 

Second Term.—Length, 7 weeks; whole number of scholars, 40 ; av- 
erage attendance, 34; instances of tardiness, 135. Teacher for both 
terms, Miss Mary A. WENTWORTH. It was thought that there was no 
demand for a graded school in this district the past-year, but the num- 
ber of scholars is still sufficiently large to tax the wisdom and skill of a 
good teacher. Miss Wentworth has earned the reputation of a good 
teacher by years of successful service. During the first term there was 
evidence of an improved state of discipline and of good progress. This 
awakened interest and good discipline were continued-in the second 
term and sustained by unremitted and faithful toil. There was manifest 
improvement in the different branches. Some special attention was 


—— 
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given to the reading exercises. The closing examination was well sus- 
tained, and was regarded, by those present, as very creditable. The in- 
terest was increased by two or three declamations very well pronounced. 

Winter Term.—Length, ; whole number of scholars, 45 ; average at- 
tendance, 37 11-30; instances of tardiness, 85; of dismissal, 30; not 
absent one-half day, 6. Teacher, Mr. JAMEs W. APPLEBEE. Mr. Ap- 
plebee has taught several schools in town before with good success, but 
we have never witnessed the results of his good discipline and _ his thor- 
ough instruction with so much satisfaction as at our last visit in this 
school. It was interrupted in its operations for some two weeks or 
more, near its commencement, by an alarm occasioned by a contagious 
disease. Since that the average attendance has been good; but we find 
on the registers of both summer and winter terms too large a number of 
discredits for tardiness faithfully recorded. ‘Teachers need the co-opera- 
tion of parents in their efforts to abate this evil. The successful opera- 
tions of this school will continue several weeks longer. 


DISTRICT NO. to. 


Summer Term.—Length, 10 weeks; whole number of scholars, 6 
average attendance, 5; instances of tardiness, 12; of dismissal, 18. 

Winter Term.-—Length, ; whole number of scholars, 6; average at- 
tendance, 5; instances of tardiness, 9; of dismissal, 11; not absent one 
half day, 1. Teacher for both terms, Miss Kate V. WeEKs. The nu- 
merical strength of this district is not great, but it has had a good school. 
It has made an advance, which, in a comparison with regard to numbers 
and length of terms, has not been surpassed by any other school in town. 
This advancement has been made, not superficially but thoroughly. 
Miss Weeks has sustained the operations of her first school, in her home 
district, with active energy and faithful care. The scholars were constant 
in their attendance and studied with a purpose. Very good progress 
was made in arithmetic,—some due attention was paid to grammar and 
the reading exercises. ‘Two recited in algebra. 


DISTRICT NO. rr. 


Winter Term.—Length, 15 weeks; whole number of scholars, 23 ; av- 
erage attendance, 18 ; instances of tardiness, 18; of dismissal, 7; not 
absent one-half day, 3. Teacher, Miss Susie THoMpson. Miss Thomp- 
son conducted the operations of this school through a long term, com- 
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mencing late in the fall and extending into winter, with a well sustained 
interest. Her unceasing exertions to promote improvement in her pu- 
pils induced a habit of more studious application and aroused some mea- 
sure of a laudable ambition. Those who attended the closing examina- 
tion found evidence of an improved state of discipline, and of progress 
in the different branches of study, that was creditable to the teacher and 
to the scholars. The district had a profitable term, but as a general 
rule, we think it would be better to expend a part of the money in the 
summer, with a regard to the younger scholars. 


Whole number of scholars in the schools during the year, 255; aver- 
age attendance during the year, 172 ; whole amount appropriated to the 
schools, $2,004.18 ; amount appropriated for each scholar, $7.85. We 
are glad to report these appropriations on the ascending scale. The av- 
erage pay of teachers has been a little more liberal. The schools have 
been subjected to some interruption, occasioned by sickness, hard storms 
and intense cold, but they have met these trials without much dismay. 
Under the direction of teachers to whom their interests were committed, 
_ they have been carried through their annual operations, and the results 
have been submitted. Some of these teachers have been earnest work- 
ers. All have manifested a commendable interest in their work. We 
think the average results are very creditable. The schools have all been 
furnished during the year, with a map of the United States and of the 
world, at the cost of $2.00 When teachers have become sufficiently 
acquainted with it to use it promptly as they do the blackboard, it cannot 
fail to be useful. Outline maps are still needed. Dictionaries are also 
needed. One teacher supplied himself and his school with Webster’s 
large dictionary. In some schools no dictionary could be obtained when 
called for. The schoolhouse in District No. 5 has been very essentially 
improved at an expense of $200. An additional sum will be required to 
complete the finish. The house in No. 7 needs a renovation. Several 
others will be found in want of improvements if carefully inspected. 

In closing this review I am again reminded that the time has come 
when | may no longer sustain this relation to the schools. I shall not 
probably again meet all the children and youth who have been connected 
with them during the year, but I shall not cease to cherish an interest in 
your improvements, if I relinquish this service. I thank you for the re- 
spectful attention with which my visits have been received; and now, 
with the consciousness that I love your welfare, permit me again to ex- — 
press my earnest desire that you may continue to make the best improve- 
ment of your advantages. It is a noble purpose for which you are to be 
educated. It is that you may serve your generation in some useful re- 
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lation, and prepare to meet the relation to which you are destined in the 
future. You are coming up soon to act some part in the great enter- 
prises of this advancing age. You will need more than moderate at- 
tainments. Even now there is a demand for a whole army of well edu- 
cated and well disciplined forces to go into active service all along the 
lines of railroad and telegraph that are stretched across the continent, 
In such service there is needed some accurate knowledge of the sciences 
and the mechanic arts; and too,a character well established in the 
principles of morality, and religion, and temperance. The proprietors 
of these great enterprises are coming to see and feel that it is not safe or 
right, to entrust such vast material interests, and so many millions of 
precious lives, to the. control of incompetent or intoxicated agents. The 
voice of injured humanity as it comes up from the wreck of so many dis- 
asters, utters a loud remonstrance against such a recreant disregard of 
duty. It seems like some blind infatuation, to think of entrusting such 
a mighty agent as the power of steam, to the direction of those whose 
heads are made dizzy, or stupid, under the power of alcohol. In all the 
different pursuits and useful stations to which youth aspire, there will be 
required some due preparation. You mustrise to some higher elevation 
and have your minds enriched with the treasures of all useful knowledge 
or fall behind your generation. Do not yield to temptations to neglect 
your opportunity, and so regard your duty as a task, but perform it with 
a cheerful spirit, as a high privilege, and so light will shine on your path. 
And, do you not need to make better attainments in the knowledge of 
all that is true and lovely in moral virtue and religion? As I extend a 
thought forward to the scenes that will soon open to your view, how, let 
me ask, can you perform your earthly mission aright, if you neglect to 
receiye the word of God as a light to your feet and a lamp to your path? 
Improve all your opportunities to receive religious instruction. | I 
entreat you, “if there be any virtue, and if there he any praise,” to think 
on these things ; and, if you should forget the counsels and admonitions 
that have so often been repeated in kindness, do not refuse to hear the 
voice of a merciful Saviour, saying, “Seek ye first the kingdom of God.” 

There are certain modern philosophers and scientists, whose influence 
has extended to the schools; and, whose seductive insinuations have 
reached the minds of parents and of youth, and have shaken their confi- 
dence in the teachings of the bible. With their high attainments, aided 
by modern inventions, they have lifted their heads among the stars, and 
examined the laws by which the planetary systems are governed, and, in 
these heights have made sublime discoveries. They have too, pursued. 
their investigations in the arena of nature, and searched in the deep 
mines of earth, and in the bed of the ocean, for every precious thing. 
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They have brought up their treasures, and analyzed the elements of 
things created; and, from these wonderful discoveries they have demon- 
strated the truth of facts in the creation, and combined lessons of wisdom 
which they, or their admirers, regard as of higher authority than the 
Bible. The schools need the best instruction in science and philosophy. 
The light and truth they communicate have an elevating influence, and 
will be gratefully received. It is only the inferences, the false assump- 
tions that are derived from’ their discoveries, that we regard as unsafe. 
They seem designed to turn away the minds of youth from more sublime 
and brighter revealings, that are inscribed on the pages of divine inspi- 
ration. It is an assumed prerogative, that marks the presumption of 
creatures, who know comparatively nothing of the works: and ways of 
Him, who is infinite in wisdom and power. ‘Where is the wise?” Let 
them make deeper researches, and become wise as Solomon in the dif- 
ferent branches of natural science, and search the Bible too, and then, 
we trust, that with all humility, they will become established in the con- 
viction that the God of nature, who “stretched out the north over the 
empty place,” and “hung the earth upon nothing,” and the God of prov- 
idence whose ‘“‘ways are unsearchable,” is the God of the Bible. Its 
teachings are illustrated by what is seen in nature and providence. God 
is the author of all; and there is a harmony prevailing between his 
works and ways, and the communications of his word. When the sci- 
ence of Geology is carried to a greater degree of perfection, and more is 
known about the various formations in the structure of the earth, its 
teachings will, we are assured, accord with the Mosaic account of the 
creation, rightly interpreted, whatever limits may be assigned to the 
days of the creation. We cannot, therefore, give up the Bible. It re- 
veals truths that will at length confound the wisdom of the wise. It im- 
parts instruction that is of vital force in the cultivation of youthful 
minds. We claim it still as the rightful heritage of the schools. 

It is assumed as a self-evident truth that parents ought to feel some 
peculiar interest in the prosperity of the schools. And why? They 
sustain to them a peculiar relation. They commit to their care the edu- 
cation of their children ; and what other object is so near the heart of 
parents? Every citizen ought to take an interest in their success, but 
the obligation of parents is stronger, and ought to awaken in their be- 
half an unceasing vigilance. They have, during past years, manifested 
a liberal spirit in providing better houses for the accommodation of the 
schools, and means for their support. In these and other ways the in- 
terest they have manifested demands some grateful acknowledgements. 
But still, there are some neglected duties, to which, I wish to direct their © 
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attention. As it may be my last opportunity to address parents through- 
out the town in this way, permit me, in a very brief space, and with all 
due respect, to remonstrate against the neglect to which I have referred. 
» As I have travelled around the town the past year, and have some- 
times pondered on the inquiry, what can be done to make the schools 
more efficient in their operations, and awaken the children to higher as- 
pirations ? and, too, as I have passed from one district to another, and 
found evidence that in about one-half the number of districts the children 
receive no direct religious instruction on the Sabbath, my thoughts have 
been troubled, and I have wished that some voice might speak with a 
trumpet tongue and awaken parents, and this whole community, from a 
state of insensibility, in which a most important duty is neglected. It 
is the duty of establishing, and sustaining, religious ordinances for the 
whole town ; and not merely by affording pecuniary aid, but by an ex- 
ample of a constant attendance at some chosen place of worship. In 
two or three different parts of the town the ordinances of the Sabbath 
are now sustained. In several others the house of worship remains des- 
olate, going fast to decay. Comparatively but a small proportion of the 
whole town attend any religious meeting on the Sabbath. Such a ne- 
glect has a demoralizing tendency. Youth wander amid snares. De- 
ceitful and treacherous arts are multiplied. The profane wax bold, till 
the name of. God is every day blasphemed; and the evils of intémper- 
ance are multiplied. Every year we find some new evidence that the 
ravages of this deadly foe still prevail. By some secret device recruits 
are furnished and the evil work goes on. 

The few feeble remonstrances that have been uttered against it seem 
as ineffectual as an attempt to stay the sweep of a desolating blast by 
casting dust into the air. Some more powerful agents are needed to 
arrest the progress of these demoralizing and uncivilizing influences. 
The ordinances of religious worship on the Sabbath are of divine author- 
ity. They were instituted with reference to higher interests, but they 
have a powerful influence in promoting the temporal interests of all who 
consistently observe them. They constitute one of the most essential 
agencies of promoting intellectual improvement. They extend this in- 
fluence to all the social relations, ‘They have ever afforded the most re- 
liable and efficient aid in the work of moral reform. Who doubts that 
such ordinances, well observed, would have a salutary effect? Only 
those who disregard them. They would operate throughout the town, 
and reach the schools with a life-giving energy. Let me say to all the 
respected citizens, who have neglected this duty, and to all parents, your 
aid is needed in this work. Give the influence of your example. Go 
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with your children to some place of religious worship ; and there, where 
the rich and the poor meet together, and the little distinctions that pre- 
vail in society are forgotten in the presence of Him who is the maker of 
all, share some part in the sacred service; and while instruction distills 
like the dew on youthful minds, your hearts may be filled with joy. 
Why, do this truly, and it will effect a change in this community, in 
view of which, angels will rejoice. The whole scene around us shall 
brighten as with the return of spring, and the schools for which I haye 
negotiated shall attain to a higher elevation. Then shall the rising race, 
seattered amidst the inspiring scenery of these hills and valleys, be faith- 
fully instructed and trained up to a useful life, so that there may still be 
found here noble men and women, worthy to receive and entrust the 
blessings of their inheritance, and perpetuate them to succeeding gener- 
ations. Respectfully submitted, 


NATHANIEL BARKER. 
WAKEFIELD, March 6, 1873. 


